Comparison of nicardipine and sodium nitroprusside in the treatment of hypertension after coronary bypass surgery (a pilot study).
Sodium nitroprusside is widely used in the treatment of hypertension after coronary artery bypass surgery despite its toxicity and its deleterious effect on the coronary circulation. The aim of this study was to compare the safety and effectiveness of nicardipine with sodium nitroprusside in a randomized study. Nicardipine and sodium nitroprusside are effective for controlling hypertension after coronary artery surgery. Oxygen myocardial balance was more often improved by nicardipine than by sodium nitroprusside. Hemodynamic stability was better with nicardipine which was also devoid of toxicity and might therefore have advantages over sodium nitroprusside in the management of hypertension after coronary artery surgery.